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Our
Thoughts
Dear Devotees,
Ours is the little temple that could. It has now been 10 years since the Devi moved into her own place
and gave up her spot as the most powerful tenant who ever lived in anyone’s garage. May Festival this year
didn’t stray from the usual spectacle it is, but at the same time, there wasn’t much mention of the fact that
the temple was now a decade old. This is probably due to the nature of Hinduism—10 years for a temple isn’t
the first major milestone; instead it’s at the 12-year mark that the kumbhabhishekam is celebrated.
There’s already buzz around the temple as well as Aiya’s little tea-and-talk sessions about just how
tremendous the party will be in 2010. In typical Aiya fashion, he’s mentioned several ideas already—the
wildest of which was a Rudra homam to end all Rudra homams. But while he thought out loud, I realized
that the kind of kumbhabhishekam we end up having is very dependent on a big factor: people power.
This doesn’t necessarily refer to having a hefty reserve of volunteers for general labour, although that’s
also very important for running any large event. By “people power,” I mean having enough devotees armed
with the knowledge they need to pull off one of the awesome festival stunts that Aiya is famous for.
For example is the idea he had about the Rudra homam. More accurately, Aiya’s idea was to chant 115
Rudrams and have homams going on at 121 yajnashalas, led by 121 volunteer yajamanis and yajamanas.
But considering the time it would take, he said, the only way it would be logistically possible is if we had at
least 100 people there who could chant the Rudram out loud. And for all the hundreds of students he’s
taught over the years, not to mention the thousands of times we’ve chanted the Rudram together in the
temple, we’d be hard-pressed to find even 30 people who could do it properly from beginning to end.
Now, this ultimate Rudra homam may not even happen because it was really just one of Aiya’s many
possible ideas for kumbhabhishekam. Many more such ideas will surely follow. The important detail here is
that he’s had countless disciples since he came to Rochester in the early 1990s, and only a handful have
followed his instructions to learn a text that is a cornerstone of Shaivite worship—not to mention many
other such texts and various pieces of knowledge.
I’ve personally felt very embarrassed when Aiya has asked me if I knew one mantra or another and I
had to admit I didn’t. But there was no better motivation than humiliation to get me to push myself to learn.
The absolute worst thing is when people tell him the lamest excuse of all: no time. Like he said at the
workshop in Toronto on May 4, everyone has 24 hours in their day. Can’t they spare 20 minutes for Shiva?
Other people, however, are really inspiring in their commitment to learn both for themselves and for
the guru. One devotee told me how she laboured through the Lalita Sahasranamam on the subway both to
and from work each day. Another said he had Aiya’s tape of it playing in the house 24 hours a day every day
until he knew it. Another woman told me she simply played her Rudram tape in the car to help her learn it,
instead of listening to music. Just a small change of habit can make even the toughest tasks achievable.
Plus, the least we can do for a man who has taught us priceless knowledge is to actually humour him
when he asks us to do our homework and practice that knowledge. Maybe the temple will perform a grand
Rudra homam involving hundreds of people one day, and maybe it won’t. But if we never perform such a
thing, it shouldn’t be because we don’t know how.
Sri Gurubhyo Namaha!
The Sri Chakra staff
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June
Newsletter
Since the last issue...

The beginning of March saw
Aiya and Amma embark on a
two-week trip to India, during
which they toured extensively to
see temples in the South. They
landed in Chennai and
subsequently made stops in both
Bangalore and Hyderabad,
making sure to leave time for
visits to Kanchipuram and
Nemili. The purpose of the trip
was so that Aiya could attend the
4th annual Saiva Siddhanta
Conference, organized by the
Dharmapura Aadhinam.
Immediately after they returned
to the States, Aiya flew to Halifax,
Canada for 4 days to do a series of
pujas and lectures. After about a
week’s rest, he went to Virginia in
the second week of April for a
puja and then stopped in Boston
on the way back to do a homam.
Mid-April was when the temple
hosted a jam-packed weekend
with both Tamil New Year’s and
the annual Pratyangira homam
falling on the same Sunday. The
following weekend was also fairly
busy because Chitra Poornima fell
on the same day as the Saturday
puja, and devotees offered
worship both inside the temple
and down by the stream at Kashi.
On Saturday April 26, Aiya and
Amma went up to Ottawa to do a
bhajan session at the local Sai
Baba Centre. The following
weekend found them down in
Toronto, where Aiya conducted a
day-long workshop for devotees
of all ages on Lord Shiva. The
workshop addressed
shivalingams, mantras for Shiva,

viboothi, rudrakshams, as well as
the reasons and origins behind
different methods of Shiva
worship. Admission for both of
these Canadian events were free,
but devotees did donate
generously to the temple as well
as local food banks.
At the beginning of May, one of
the two large outdoor banalinga
was installed between the temple
and the library. It was named the
Parashurama Raudralingam
because Aiya spotted an axe on it
during installation.
After conducting a children’s
class in Toronto just before May
festival, Aiya stayed in Rochester
to oversee preparations for the
temple’s 10th annual Pratishta.
May wrapped up with the festival
from the 16th to the 18th.
Although the first banalingam
has been installed, the temple is
still waiting on the second
banalingam’s yoni peetam to be
delivered.

Top to
bottom: The
puja tray
shone with
several
auspicious
items; Aiya
sits to do
the puja to
the
kalasam
and offers a
coconut;
Amma
offers grains
into the
sakkarai
pongal.

Past Events
Tamil New Year’s, April 13
by Kamya Ramaswamy

Unlike typical Sundays at the
temple which are slow and
relaxed, this Sunday was a very
full day. The program began at 8
a.m. with the New Year’s puja to a
tray full of auspicious items and
the bubbling over of the pongal
kalasam. The puja only took about
an hour, after which everyone

was given the chance to offer
grains into the kalasam and do
pranams.
About 100 people came to the
temple for the puja at 8, and even
more had arrived to see the first
morning puja of the new year at
10 a.m. Aiya performed that puja
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to all the sannidhis as well, and
did an extensive archana for
everyone who wished to have
their name read for that day.

Pratyangira mula mantras had
been chanted, since several people
in the crowd had been initiated
into the mantra. The purnahutis
included a white veshti
and angostram for Lord
Sarabeshwara (the
incarnation of Lord
Shiva that is
Pratyangira’s consort),
and a bright yellow sari
for the Devi. It also
included several large
chilis, flowers, different
fruits and a “bottu”
style thirumangalyam
for Devi.
Bali was offered in the
form
of a huge melon,
Devotees lined up to offer grains and pray for
and
later
offered again
blessings in the new year.
at the very front and
the very back of the property to
ward off any negative forces. The
homam wrapped up promptly at 5
Maha Pratyangira homam, April
p.m., just in time for a musical
13
program that took place in the
by Kamya Ramaswamy
concert hall beside the temple
After the noontime puja was
library.
completed, all the devotees who
had come for the New Year’s
celebrations stayed on for lunch.
Chitra Poornima, April 19
By that time, the crowd had
by Kamya Ramaswamy
grown to about 200.
Swati and Naveen were the
Those who wished to offer
tarpanam to their deceased mothers
designated yajamani and
yajamana, and put most of the
did so on this day under Aiya’s
offerings into the fire themselves,
with Aiya adding the ghee and a
little sakkarai pongal.
Up to one week before the actual
homam, devotees signed up to
book kitchen time at the temple so
they could each prepare 108 of
their choice of bhakshanam to be
offered into the fire. There were 51
items in total. On homam day, all
of these treats were mixed
together and evenly placed into
several copper trays.
As there were many people
assembled, everybody got one
turn to offer a tray into the fire.
This process alone took about two
hours to complete!
Swati and Naveen were the only
ones who offered the red chillis
into the fire, and they did so by
the bucketload.
By the time the homam drew to
a close, more than 7000 Maha
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guidance out by Kashi. About 2025 people sponsored, and the day
began at the same time as the
Saturday puja. Five copper
kalasams were placed near the
Kashi shivalingam as Aiya
chanted the Satyojatam mantras,
and milk abhishekam was
performed to the large
banalingams as well as the small
Ganapathi nearby.
After a concise and direct puja,
everyone who sponsored threw
pindams (specially cooked balls of
food with specific ingredients for
those who have passed on)
toward the south. The puja was
completed at the same time as
was the homam inside.

See the Ma
y
May
F estiv
al
estival
summary and
pictures on
pages 6-7!

The Sri Rajarajeswari Peetam ~ 6980 East River Road ~ Rush, NY 14543 ~ Phone: (585) 533 - 1970

Clockwise
from top: The
trays holding
the
Pratyangira
homam
offerings
were well
organized by
volunteers;
Brihaspati
carries the
final
offerings
around the
temple;
Swati soon
puts them in
the fire; even
the superlarge variety
of chilis were
offered.
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Upcoming Events

Aadi Puram, August 3

In Three Months

by Kamya Ramaswamy

Guru Poornima, July 17
by Kamya Ramaswamy

This year’s Guru Poornima
festivities will be organized by
selected devotees from the area of
Boston, New Jersey, Connecticut
and Philedelphia. The event falls
on a Thursday and will include
the usual ceremonies of
welcoming Aiya and Amma to the
temple, allowing them to do puja
to the parampara, and then
allowing those gathered at Rush
to do puja for them.
Please contact the 2008 Guru
Poornima team at
gurupoornima2008@gmail.com if
you have ideas for the day or if
you would like to participate by
volunteering.

Aadi Amavasya, July 31
by Kamya Ramaswamy

This day is reserved for people
who have lost their fathers but
were unable to give him tarpanam
on his day of passing. As Chitra
Poornima is reserved for mothers
who have passed, people may
offer their fathers oblations on
this day. It falls on a Wednesday
this year, so please only sign up
for sponsorship if you can make it
to the temple in person that day.

This festival marks the day that
Devi first became a woman, and
usually takes place with great
fanfare. It falls this year on the
Sunday of the children’s camp,
which will give the kids extra
experience in running festivals.
Many bhakshanams will be
made for Devi, as is the tradition,
and after being bathed in milk
and fed, she will be taken around
the temple in procession on a
palanquin.

Varalakshmi Vratham, August
15
by Kamya Ramaswamy
Married women are the focus of
this festival, and they are even
given the opportunity to perform
puja to the goddess Varalakshmi
by themselves.
Puja stations are set up for
women who choose to sponsor,
and they are instructed in how to
perform the puja step-by-step by
Aiya. The entire event usually
begins at 7 p.m. and women have
a choice between simply
performing the puja or doing the
puja and keeping the puja set they
used. Please call the temple early
if you wish to sponsor.

Devi willing, the next issue of
the Sri Chakra Magazine will be up
on the temple’s website
(www.srividya.org) at the
beginning of September 2008.
This magazine cannot keep
publishing without contributions
from devotees! Articles, poems,
stories, and the like about any
spiritual topic are welcomed.
Please e-mail us with your
feedback about this issue at
sri_chakra_mag@srividya.org by
August 9 or talk to Abhi or
Kamya at the temple. We want to
hear from you!
Meanwhile, the Sri Chakra
would like to extend its heartfelt
thanks to the volunteers who
contributed to make this issue
what it is—Aiya, Gratuz
Devanesan, Sri B. Jayaraman and
the devotee whose story
appeared in Temple Lore.
Sri Gurubhyo Namaha!

And finally...

Viboothi Shaivite Immersion
(camp), August 2-9
by Kamya Ramaswamy

Camp registration is usually full
each year and this year is no
different. To accommodate all the
children, the temple has built the
new cabin with the generous
donations of devotees. However,
more money is still needed to
completely pay off the building
costs. Please contact the temple or
see the home page of the temple
website for details.
As in past years, the kids will be
learning about Tamil culture,
religion, music, folklore/stories,
crafts and puja.

Before June 6, 2008

After June 6, 2008

(Hee hee... just kidding. Congratulations
Abhi and Muralee on your wedding and a
lifetime of married volun--uh, I mean bliss.)

5

Om Hreem Ksham

May
Festival 2008
by Kamya Ramaswamy

Devi celebrated 10 years at her
present location this May! The
temple was especially graced
with the presence of two of the
temple’s senior devotees, the
Madhvanaths of Bangalore, as
well as Mumbai’s Sri Jayaraman
and his wife.
Friday began with the
installation of the digdevata
kalasams at 7 a.m. When the day’s
puja started two hours later, the
temple once again welcomed
Vaishno-Durga from St.
Catharines, Ontario. A full kalasa
sthapanam and Vancha-Kalpa
Ganapathi homam was done with
1008 modakams. In the afternoon,
devotees were treated to a concert
by the festival’s nadaswaram
vidvans, Kasim and Babu. In the
evening, Utsa Ganapathi went
around the temple after receiving
puja.
Saturday morning began early
with a Chandi homam that lasted
several hours. After a brief break,
the devotees continued on with a
full Saturday puja, followed by
the beautiful annual event of
Devi’s Annapavadai. Visitors
were treated to a musical concert

in the afternoon by brothers K.N.
Shashikiran and P. Ganesh,
accompanied by violinist H.K.
Narasimhamurthy and 17-yearold female mridangam prodigy
Rajna Swaminathan.
Volunteers took that time to
prepare the huge chariot that
would later carry the
Rajarajeshwari utsava murthi
around the temple. During the
puja that evening, Sri Jayaraman
and his wife honoured Aiya and
Amma by seating the couple and

Clockwise from upper right: Sundara and Ahalya sponsored the Chandi homam; the three deities resplendent after
Saturday night’s puja; the Madvanaths from Bangalore returned to the temple after seven years; Mr, and Mrs. Sri
Jayaraman performed puja to Aiya and Amma; Utsa Ganesha, Rajarajeshwari and Vaishno-Durga during the
procession; Mohan carries in Vaishno-Durga on Friday morning.
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Clockwise from
upper left: The kids
carried out the
digdevata
kalasams for
Sunday night’s bali;
1008 shankam
abhishekam;
Gayatri helps with
shankams; Anita
and Purvaja dance
before Lord
Dattatreya’s
palanquin; the
side and front
view of Devi’s annapavadai
on Saturday; Yajnavalkya
was chosen to do the kids’
Dattatreya puja Sunday
night; mridangam phenom
Rajna Swaminathan
showed off her stunning
talent Saturday afternoon.

performing a brief but lovely puja
to them.
Devi’s puja started at about 8
p.m. and included her procession
in the large electric chariot. She
was back inside by midnight.
Sunday was Dattatreya’s day.
After the morning digdevata puja,
kalasa stapanam and abhishekam
began, along with an extensive
shankam abhishekam with 1008
Valampuri shankams. In the thick
of it all, Aiya and Amma
honoured Sri Jayaraman and his
wife with their own puja to the
couple before they left.
The evening puja and procession
of Lord Dattatreya was organized
by the temple’s children, as usual.
Yajnavalkya performed the puja
and the children carried the 3headed guru on a full procession
just before the festival bali was
offered Sunday night. The
digdevata kalasams were then
carried out by 10 of the kids and
given to Bhairava in abhishekam.
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Our F
irst Let
ter to the
First
Letter
editor! Ever!
by B. Jayaraman

After operating for almost three years, the Sri
Chakra magazine has finally received its very first
letter from a reader! The Sri Chakra staff now
understands that it’s true that Devi gives her children
what they ask for—just on her own timeline. ;)
Sri Jayaraman of Mumbai, India graced the temple
with his presence on Shivarathri and came away with
many intense feelings about the peetam and its
devotees.

My Dear Children of Devi
Rajarajeswari,
I visited on Shivarathri day,
your temple at Rochester and saw
many of you actively engaged in
puja preparation activities. The
devotion with which you joined
the elders in service of the
temple made me feel very happy.
Although you would have heard
many nice things from your
Guruji, let me share with you
some nice thoughts
on what God can do for children.
First you need to conceptualize
a form in order to worship God.
Of course God is very
kind and takes whatever
form you wish. But for
your prayer to be effective and
give guaranteed results, you have
to conceptualize that form of God
which is a natural choice, logical,
easy to comprehend by your
mind and intellect, and above all
should give you quick results.
Dear Children, who has been the
most kind, loving, affectionate
person and did maximum
sacrifices for most people right
from birth? It is your own
mother. Thus a natural, correct
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and primary choice of the form for
God would be a feminine form full
of loving kindness
and motherly affection.
Dear Children, the goddess
Rajarajeswari Devi residing in
your own area of Rochester has
been so kind that your
parents have prospered so much.
Many of their difficulties and
problems have been
miraculously solved
with Her abundant
grace.
In this temple, puja
activities are
done with so much
devotion and in such
a meticulous
manner that the
entire ambience is
filled with divine
vibrations and you
could easily feel and
enjoy the lively
presence of Sri
Rajarajeswari Devi.
Now I will tell you
something more
interesting and
informative about
your own temple.
With regular pujas,
festivals, homams
and other religious
functions over a long

span of over 11 years, this area
itself has become very holy, and
therefore the temple has become a
permanent, well-established
residence for Devi. Thus the Sri
Rajarajeswari Peetam is ideally
situated on a beautiful location.
The beauty and picturesque
ambience adds divinity to temple.
Sri Devi always likes to remain in

Sri
Jayaraman
was given
his own
space and
gold-stone
Shivalingam,
to which
he did
puja
throughout
the night
on
Shivarathri
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Sri Jayaraman performed one of the
first abhishekams of Shivarathri night
alongside Aiya, Amma and the
sponsors

a beautiful and clean location so
you should always keep the
temple and its surroundings clean
and tidy.
Sri Rajarajeswari Devi is very
powerful. What does she do with
these powers? She removes all
your troubles and difficulties
with those powers. What are
these powers? They are Iccha
Shakti, Kriya Shakti and Gyana
Shakti. All these powers you get
automatically from Her as grace
when you pray to Her with FULL
devotion. Shall we see how these
powers can help you?
Iccha Shakti means the power of
positive desire, or Sankalpa. By
Her grace of Iccha Shakti you will
get the enthusiasm, energy and
willingness to study and learn.
When you strongly desire and
develop the will power to do a
thing, it is certain that the thing
will be done succesfully. That is
the first secret of success.
By Devi’s grace of Kriya Shakti
you will get the ability to
accomplish a task more easily,
with great success but without

any difficulty.
Studying or learning
will become fun! You
will enjoy reading
and learning more
and more. You will
not feel bored. This is
the second secret of
your success.
Devi’s grace of
Gyana Shakti will
enable you to
understand very
easily even difficult
concepts. When one
difficult concept is
understood easily, you will like to
learn and solve more and more
difficult problems. This is the
third secret of success.
All the three shaktis will work
jointly in a cyclical manner. The
more easily you learn a thing, the
more you will develop the
enthusiasm to learn further. The
greater the enthusiasm, the more
you will enjoy learning difficult
things. The more challenging
skills you can learn easily, the
more successful you will be.
Therefore you should
intelligently devote some prayer
time to Sri Rajarajeswari Devi so
you can attain great success
easily. You need to devote only a
little of your time in prayers, but
it should be sincere and full of
Bhakti. When you praise out of
love and respect your own
mother, even a little, for the great
good she does to you, she will be
very pleased with you. Similarly
Rajarajeswari Devi gets pleased
with your small prayers when
offered devotedly.

You may not be able to go to
temple every now and then. I will
tell you one more secret.
Next time you go to the Sri
Rajarajeswari temple, capture Sri
Devi in your mind. Hold Her in
your mind with deep devotion.
But I already told you that God
likes to stay only in a beautiful
and clean place. Hence make your
mind clean and beautiful with
thoughts of love for your friends,
respect for elders, help for the
needy. Thus in your mind Sri
Rajarajeswari Devi will always
stay happily. You can pray to Her,
whenever you want from
wherever you are, because Devi is
always with you.
I will tell you one last secret.
Whenever you want to physically
see and experience seeing Sri
Rajarajeswari Devi, but you are
not able to go to Rochester, just
look at your own mother and offer
pranams.
With Lots of Love to all of you,
Your Dear Uncle,
B.Jayaraman
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Stor
Story
Storyy
time
time

with
Aiy
Aiyaa
Aiya

While volunteers dress the Devi each week during
the Saturday puja, Aiya usually tells the crowd a
short story about some aspect of the divine.
Recently, he has been talking more and more about
the lesser-known temples around South India and
Sri Lanka, where Devi and Shiva show their grace
just as they do at larger temples. Here’s one such story about a little
boy who was the essence of Lord Shiva’s closest attendant.

This story involves a temple
called Pazha Malai Nathar. There
are two meanings for the word
pazha in Tamil—it could mean
something is old, or it could be
referring to fruit. But here at this
particular temple, it means the
Lord of the Old Hill.
The Sthala Purana tells you that
Brahma started to create the earth
and he first tried to create the
mountains. But before he could
create the mountains, Shiva
appeared, assumed the form of a
mountain and he placed himself
on the earth. Without knowing
that it was Shiva who was there,
Brahma started to create other
mountains. Shiva asked him why

10

he would want to create other
mountains when he was there.
Eventually the mountain that was
Shiva came to be known as Pazha
Malai Nathar, and it can be found
about 40 kilometers west of
Chidambaram.
Continuous miracles take place
in that town even today, and it
has produced many holy
individuals. What is even more
significant is that among the 63
Nayanmars, there was one
Nayanmar of the scheduled caste
who was born there. He was
called Nandanar and his official
name was Thirunaalaipovar, or
the one would go to
Chidambaram the next day. That
story is well
known. But the
one I am about
to tell you has
never been
printed before.
In 1942, there
was a family of
cobblers that
lived not far
from the Pazha
Malai Nathar
temple. They
repaired shoes
and slippers for
a living, and

they had a 7-year-old son. From
the time this boy was born, every
time he heard the temple bell ring,
he would drop everything that he
was doing and sit down and close
his eyes. And the parents would
not understand why he did this.
In 1942, the barriers that used to
prevent children from scheduled
caste families from succeeding
were just starting to open up. The
boy was sent to the village school,
and it was also not far from the
temple. Even while he was in
school every time he heard the
temple bell go DONG! he would
drop his pencil and sit on the
floor. And his teacher got very
irritated and so he would punish
the boy in many different ways,
but the boy would still do the
same thing whenever the bell
rang. This went on and on and
on.
Finally, they asked the parents
to come. The teacher talked to
them and told them their son was
an idiot and that he should pay
attention to the class no matter
how many times the temple bell
rings. Naturally that evening, the
little fellow must have gotten the
beating of his life from his father.
But during the evening puja at the
temple the bell rang and the boy
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sat down and closed his eyes.
And the father continued to beat
him but the kid didn’t feel a thing.
Now the father was afraid. The
mother came out and told him not
to beat him anymore, and being
who she was, she got some
viboothi and applied it on the
boy’s bruises. She fed him and he
went to sleep. That night, Shiva
appeared in the dreams of the
father, the mother and the teacher
who called the boy an idiot. Shiva
told the teacher, “He’s not the
idiot, you’re the idiot! You have no
idea what a great soul he is; he is
my friend. When he comes to
school tomorrow, you will know
who he is.”
To the father and mother, he said
that they had done great punya
(good deeds) in their lives before
and that they had been temple
drum makers for several of their
previous lifetimes. As a reward,
Shiva said, he had asked his
attendant to come to them as a
son.
The next day, the boy went to
school and the teacher was now
afraid. But he stood at the
entrance and watched the boy
come. As he walked along, the
teacher saw a bull approaching so
he knew who he was—he was
Nandi, Shiva’s favourite
attendant. From that day, the
teacher allowed him to do
whatever he liked when the
temple bell rang.
One day, there was a festival in
the temple, and the great
Palakkad Mani Iyer came to play
there. He was one of the greatest
mrudangam vidvans ever. He was
more than a master, he was a
genius. And he was such a great
accompanying artist that the
main singer could not choose him;
he would choose what singer he
played for. So he was playing at
this festival and he was inside the
temple. In those days, lower caste
people could not enter the temple
and so the boy we were just
talking about was standing

outside. When he heard the
mrudangam, he just went into
ecstasy. People around him saw
that he could not move and tears
were pouring down his eyes.
Later on, the
murthi went
around the temple
and the pujas were
all completed and
the festival
concluded. Mani
Iyer came out of the
temple and he
walked by where
the boy was
standing. And as
he came by, the kid
repeated the jathi of
the mrudangam
solo the musician
had just played.
When he finished,
he turned to Mani
Iyer and said to
him, “You know, you missed two
beats in there.” Mani Iyer asked
him how he knew that. And the
boy said, “I’m the one who plays
the mrudangam… you’re asking
me?”
Mani Iyer didn’t understand.
Then the story quickly spread
among the people who were there,
one of whom was the boy’s
teacher. He came to Mani Iyer and
told him he was speaking to the
one and only Nandi. But Mani
Iyer was not convinced. He said
to the young fellow, “If you are
Nandi, I will bring my
mrudangam to the maddam by the
tree over there, and you play for
me the jathi you just chanted.”
They went inside, and the boy
told everyone who had followed

them that no
one should
enter except
Mani Iyer
and himself.
So they went
in, and Mani
Iyer gave the
boy his
mrudangam
and closed
the doors.
For the next
three hours
that fellow
played like
Mani Iyer
had never
heard. After
he finished, Mani Iyer did
sashtanga namaskaram to him and
asked the boy to please bless his
mrudangam and bless him so that
he may continue doing service to
the Lord through his music.
And from that year on, Mani
Iyer came to Pazha Malai Nathar
for that festival every year until
he died.
The boy, who would have been
in his 70s today, also passed away
some time ago. But the story of his
birth, the miracles he was a part
of, and his momentous meeting
with Mani Iyer still live on.
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63
Nayanmars
Ilayankudi Mara
Nayanmar
june 2008
Ilayankudi was a farmer who
loved to serve those who worship
the Lord. Nayanmar was a happy
and wealthy farmer, but believed
that his wealth belonged to Shiva.
As such, he was only interested in
serving the devotees of the Lord.
His sadhana was one of
performing Maheswara
Puja, which is described as
follows: Upon seeing a
person who wears
vibhooti, he is immediately
seen as a Shiva himself and
invited in as a guest. His
feet and hand are washed
with water and that water
is drunk by the
worshipper
(Charanamrita).
Giving the guest a seat he
is worshipped with
flowers, dhupam, deepam
and naivedyam. At all
times the guest should be
addressed with sweet kindhearted words and after the
worship has been performed he
should be thanked for having
granted the worshipper this
opportunity. The guest then,
when he is ready to leave, is
accompanied a small distance
before one may finally retire from
this service.
Shiva wanted to test his devotee
and demonstrate to the world the
depth of Ilayankudi’s dedication.
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by Gratuz Devanesan

Slowly, he eroded Ilayankudi’s
wealth. Though Ilayankudi
sacrificed many things, he never
shirked from performing his
Maheswara Puja. His virtue,
steadfastness and dedication
remained even as living itself
became more and more difficult.

One day it was raining and both
Ilayankudi and his wife were
starving and could barely endure
the pain of their poverty. No one
came to their help and Ilayankudi
was about to bolt the door shut
and lie down to sleep—as sleep
would mask the pain of his
hunger. Just then he heard a knock
on the door, and to his surprise
saw a Shiva bhakta at the door.
He invited him in and
immediately began the
preliminaries of his worship.

Shortly into his worship,
however, he realized that there
was no food he could offer the
bhakta. He and his wife quickly
discussed their options and his
wife suggested that he pick up the
seeds he had sown just yesterday.
He dashed to the backyard, and as
it was raining, very easily
picked up the seeds.
His wife crushed and
fried them and mixed them
with some greens that
were growing in the
backyard. Quickly they
prepared a tasty meal for
their guest.
Ilayankudi was happy
that he would be able to
perform his worship and
with a satisfied smile took
the food to where the
bhakta had been seated. To
his dismay the bhakta had
disappeared. Ilayankudi followed
the open door outside and saw
Shiva and Parvati, glowing and
smiling at him.
Shiva bestowed his blessings on
Ilayankudi and his wife, and told
him that he and Devi Parvati
were both very pleased with his
sincere, dedicated devotion. Before
disappearing, Lord Shiva
promised the Nayanmar that he
and his wife would soon join the
divine couple in Kailas.
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Temple
Lore
Where is your Sri Chakra?!

The stories of the
devotees at the
Sri
Rajarajeswari
Peetam create
the very essence
of the temple’s
soul.
Aiya has verified
all these tales for
their
authenticity,
and he urges
devotees to share
their experiences
for the benefit of
future
generations. All
identities will be
kept in the
strictest
confidentiality
unless otherwise
informed.

This happened to me in 1987.
Aiya and Guruji came to our
house to do a puja when we were
living in Ithaca. We did the puja
on Sunday evening, and Monday
evening I thought I’ll clean the
flowers because Tuesday morning
the garbage guy comes. Monday
night, while I was cleaning, I
picked up all the flowers in our
puja room and put them in a bag
and put it down the garbage
chute of our apartment building.
At about 4 a.m., my husband
and I were sleeping when a
woman came and touched me…
she was trying to wake me up. I
kept hearing “Sri Chakra Sri
Chakra Sri Chakra” shouted by a
man’s voice and a woman’s voice,
and it was thundering… they
kept saying, “Where is your Sri
Chakra?! Where is your Sri

Chakra?!” It was so loud it was
like it was coming through the
walls. Suddenly I felt horrible like
I was hit by a truck. I thought
someone was hiding in the closet
and I looked under the bed—I had
never heard any voice like that
before. My husband was still
sleeping but I couldn’t go back to
sleep. I just sat on the bed and a
little later I tried to go to the
shrine.
But my legs wouldn’t even let
me go near that room, because
now I was realizing what I had
done. The Sri Chakra that usually
sits in the middle of the shrine
was missing. I was shaking and I
was crying and sweating. And I
thought, my God, the garbage guy
is going to clear the garbage in the
morning. By now it was about
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5:30 a.m. and the
sun was coming
up.
I woke up my
husband and told
him what
happened and we
were both still in
our pajamas
when we went
downstairs to the
garbage dumpster. Now we
couldn’t get into the dumpster
because it was too high and it was
full of the garbage from all the five
floors of our building. All of the
bags were white and the bag I had
thrown away was also white so
which one was I going to choose?
I couldn’t go through everyone’s
garbage and have the whole
building laugh at us. Even if I was
willing to sit there all day and go
through all the bags, the garbage
truck would be coming in a few
minutes to empty the dumpster.
My husband went to get a stick
and he got into the dumpster and
asked me what my bag looked
like. I thought of Devi and I asked
her to please help me. My
husband was digging through
and suddenly, he spotted one bag
that had a flower petal sticking
out of it. I told him we’d used the
same purple flowers during the
puja the day before. I was
standing on the ground and
holding his legs so he wouldn’t fall
into the dumpster and he reached
to get that bag with the flower
petal.
So he pulled it out and I opened
it, and on top of a bed of petals,
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the Sri Chakra
was sitting
there. The
beauty of it
was that it
was simply resting there and it
was completely cushioned by so
many flowers on every side—
even in the garbage dumpster it
seemed it was so safe and
protected.
The guilt just rushed through
me then… I
still feel guilty
about it. I
know I didn’t
throw it out on
purpose, but
this whole
thing
happened
because of my
carelessness. It
was about 6:30
a.m. when I
dialed Aiya’s
phone number,
and Guruji
was also
staying with
him then. I
told them the story and they were
laughing so much! But then
Guruji came on the line and he
told me—I still remember exactly
what he said—he told me,
“Amma, you are a light. She will
never leave you and go. Don’t

worry. Just take some milk and
do abhishekam. She has taken
something out of your home that
had to go out—She has just taken
it out to the garbage herself and
now she is coming back in.”
Ever since that day (whether it
is with a Meru or a Sri Chakra or
whatever it is) on that day I
realized that what we are doing
here is not just praying; there is
really something to it.
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Viboothi
by Aiya

Viboothi can be produced either from the yaaga agni or Shiva agni. In both these cases, a yaaga agni or Shiva
agni, a carefully-chosen cow’s droppings are collected and dried, and it can be made into balls and offered in
the fire.
The yaaga agni is what is conducted according to the Vedic tradition. This agni is created using Veda
mantras. If the Vedic mantras are used, the viboothi made from the yaaga agni will give one buddhi or intellect
to enhance one’s material life. Shiva agni, which is performed according to the Shiva Agamas, will give one
both bhoga (material enjoyment) and moksha (salvation).
Viboothi can be further classified as karpa, anukarpa and upakarpa. The karpa viboothi is created from the
descendants of the cows in Kailas. These cows are called Nandai, Patrai, Surabhi, Susheela and Subhana.
And when the cows
are chosen, one has to
choose the cows that
have had a calf and
they should not have
any shortcomings
such as a broken
horn or a damaged
ear or cut-off tail, etc.
On either Ashtami,
Amavasya,
Pournami or
Chaturdasi, the cow
is allowed to feed on
what is called
paashaanam, a type of
paddy or rice. The
cow is allowed to
graze on stems of the
paashaanam type of
rice and the
droppings are
collected on a lotus
leaf and dried. With
the Satyojatam mantras, they have to be cleaned; with the
Vamadeva mantras they should be sprinkled with pancha-dravyam; and they should be made into little
balls with the chanting of the Aghora mantras. With Tat-Purusha, they should be dried and offered into the
homam agni with a particular type of paddy called sambha; and with the Ishana mantra, the ash must be
collected in a new cloth, sieved, cleaned, perfumed and used as viboothi.
This is quite the most desirable type of viboothi—karpa viboothi. For anukarpa viboothi, one must go into
the jungle in the month of April or Chaitra, and collect already-dried cow dung and then follow the steps
outlined above to make the viboothi. Upakarpa viboothi is collected from the remains of a forest fire and then
it is burnt and used.
Viboothi, if worn and used with devotion, performs many functions. It will perform the function of
protection and it will also give the person who wears it specific powers as a result of mantra-siddhi. Later on,
the enhancement of the mantras is created by the viboothi and the viboothi can also be used to treat various
ailments whether they be mental or physical. Anyone who respectfully wears the viboothi brings upon
himself the blessings of Shiva and the blessings of the Devi. This has to be taken in a particular context—the
devotee must be initiated into the Vidya; either the Shiva panchaakshara or the Sukshma panchaakshara.
If the viboothi is worn in the presence of other devotees, the viboothi will confer many-fold blessings on
the wearer. The first and foremost is that they will become one with Lord Shiva. Viboothi is to be worn
mixed with water, and during a rite or ceremony called anushtaanam, the viboothi is to be worn in 16 places
of the body. If it is worn as three lines, it is called trikundaram; if it is worn like a flat application it is called
uthulanam. Performing any puja with anushtaanam will confer on the devotee many-fold blessings.
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Sri Gurubhyo Namaha
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