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Rajagopuram Project
As many of you know, Aiya has been speaking about the need for a more permanent sacred home for Devi for a number of years. Over the past 40 years, the Temple has evolved into an important center for the worship of the Divine Mother Rajarajeswari, attracting thousands of visitors each year from around the world.
It is now time to take the next step in fulfilling Aiya’s vision of constructing an Agamic temple in granite complete with a traditional Rajagopuram. With the grace of the Guru lineage and the loving blessings of our Divine Mother, now is the right time to actively participate and contribute to make this vision a reality.
The new Temple will be larger and will be built according to the Kashyapa Shilpa Shastra. By following the holy Agamas, more divine energy than ever will be attracted into the Temple, and the granite will hold that energy for 10,000 years, bringing powerful blessings to countless generations into the future.
As Maha Periyava has beautifully explained: “Temple Renovation, Reconstruction, Kumbabhishekam, etc. are all considered extremely noble deeds. We all should do whatever we can towards these and earn Punya Karma. Whatever we offer, it may be a brick, but as long as that brick is there in that temple, we will spend that much time (thousands of years) in Kailash or Vaikuntham.”

To learn more, please visit srividya.org/rajagopuram. To contribute or set up monthly donations, please visit srividya.org/donate and select “Rajagopuram Building Fund” from the menu. If you would like to offer your time or expertise towards this noble endeavour, please contact Natarajan Mama at (585) 533 - 1970.

Temple Links
Private Homa/Puja Booking: 

srividya.org/puja

Rajagopuram Project (Granite 

Temple): 

srividya.org/rajagopuram

Email Subscriptions: 

srividya.org/email

Temple Timings: 

srividya.org/calendar

Event Livestream: 

srividya.org/live

Summer Youth Camp (VSI): 

srividya.org/camp

Online Donation: 

srividya.org/donate

Learning at SVTS: 

srividya.org/learn

Alaya Nirmana Ganapathi Puja
Sri Amma had advised the Temple to organize a daily puja for Sri Maha Ganapati to take place on the location where He will be installed 

in the new Granite Temple. This daily puja commenced on the auspicious full moon day on May 28 and has been continuing since.

The Temple Board & Administration would like to invite all disciples to offer their love and devotion towards the Rajagopuram Project 

by taking part in performing this daily Ganapati Puja. All who have received mantra diksha from Aiya, Guruji or Gurugaru are welcome 

and encouraged to sign up to do the puja on the day(s) of their choice. Please contact the Temple Administration for details.

6980 East River Road,
Rush, NY
14543
USA

info@srividya.org

http://www.srividya.org
http://www.srividya.org
http://www.facebook.com/SriVidyaTemple/
http://www.srividya.org/facebook
http://www.srividya.org/photos
http://www.srividya.org/youtube
http://www.srividya.org/youtube
http://www.srividya.org
http://www.facebook.com/SriVidyaTemple/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/134276213%40N05/
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGuIWh9iMB_Rxhm8Pw5mJ4Q
http://srividya.org/rajagopuram
http://srividya.org/donate
http://srividya.org/puja
http://srividya.org/rajagopuram
http://srividya.org/email
http://srividya.org/calendar
http://srividya.org/live
http://srividya.org/camp
http://srividya.org/donate
http://srividya.org/learn
http://info%40srividya.org
mailto:info%40srividya.org?subject=


4

Blossom 24, Petal 4

Sri Chakra   •   srichakra@srividya.org   

PAST EVENTS
... September 2019 to  

December 2019

Navaratri 2019 Yantra Pujas
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Sharada Navaratri
This year’s Brahmotsavam’s focus was on Yantras Pujas. Each 
morning started with Kalasa Puja and a Homam sequence after 
which prasadam was served. In the evening, a special Yantra, 
decorated beautifully by devotees, puja took place for Ganapathi, 
Durga, Varahi, Tiraskarani, Maha Lakshmi, Ashwaruda, 
Shyamala, and Bala Tripurasundari respectively. Following 
the Yantra puja, Sri Chakra Navavarna puja took place. Every 
third day, Utsava murthis were taken for procession around the 
temple for Durga, Lakshmi and Saraswathi. On Vijayadasami, 
the main Kalasam, which was built from 3 kalasams containing 
honey, akshatas and kalasa water, was taken out on procession 
and then abhishekam with these items were performed to Devi. 
The evening concluded with Vidyarambam, the initiation into 
studies and knowledge, for children by writing the first letter of 
their preferred alphabet. The children received blessings from 
Aiya. The grand festival concluded with Dwajavarohanam, the 
dehoisting of the flag to signal the end of the festival, as well as 
Theertham and Kulirthi, abhishekam to cool down the main and 
utsava murthis.

Dwajarohanam
Over 150 devotees were able to attend the flag hoisting ceremony 
prior to the Brahmotsavam of a temple as it fell on a Sunday 
this year. Similar to past years, Aiya made his unique mixture of 
several dravyams and drew the Dwajam (flag) using this mixture 
in the Yagnashala. This year, Aiya drew a very unique image on 
the Dwajam, which included the Devi’s beautiful face, the sun 
and moon, conch, and many more. Everyone then proceeded 
into the main sactum where the Dwajam was hoisted onto 
the Dwajasthambam, which was decorated with the Bhairava 
Trishula, Rudrakshas, malas, flower garlands and charams, 
ceiling kunjalams and flowers.

Vinayaka Chaturthi
This auspicious day for Ganapathi began at 9am in the morning 
with Kalasa Stapanam and Tarpanam in the temple’s Yagnashala. 
All devotees present performed tarpanam to a Ganapathi 
made from turmeric and did milk abhishekam in the sanctum 
to the mula murtis and Utsava Ganapathi. A grand Vancha 
Kalpa Ganapathi homam was conducted right after tarpanam 
and everyone was given the opportunity to offer modhakams 
into the homam. In the evening, Utsava Ganapathi received 
Parikrama puja and was taken out in procession. Over 125 
devotees were present to celebrate this beautiful day of Vinayaka.

Sept

22

Sept - Oct

29 - 9

Sept

2
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Skanda Shashti
Each day, one of Lord Muruga’s faces were worshipped with the 
sahasranama archana. Around 200 devotees witnessed Sooran 
Por, the war between Lord Muruga and Asura Soorapadman 
(Sooran) that represents the triumph of good over evil. This 
year, Sooran took all 3 faces, the face of an elephant, lion and 
asura, during the re-enactment of the war. Muruga’s vel was used 
to destroy Sooran, who transformed himself into a banana tree. 
Muruga received maha abhishekam upon returning from war to 
cool himself down. The next morning, His Thirukalyanam, the 
auspicious weddings of Muruga with his consorts Devasena and 
Valli, took place. Devasena’s wedding occurred with a homam 
and royal wedding sampradayas as she is the daughter of King 
Indra. On the contrary, Valli’s wedding occurred in front of a 
Ganapathi vigraham as she got married in front of a Ganapathi 
vigraham. Around 125 people were present to witness the beauty 
of both weddings at the temple.

Kedara Gauri
This festival began on the evening of Vijayadasami after the 
temple’s Rathotsavam and was celebrated in its full glory for 21 
days. Devotees performed Kedara Gauri puja, which included 
Ganapathi puja, and puja to the Rasa Lingam, Maha Kalasam and Sri 
Ardhanareeshwara, daily to celebrate the unity of Lord Shiva to the 
Devi after a dispute between them. Around 150 devotees witnessed 
Sri Ardhanareeshwara receive maha abhishekam and a gorgeous 
alankaram on the last day. 21 sumangalis received Prasadam, 
which included sarees, jewelry, mirrors, fruits, other auspicious 
seer items and sharadu threads to be tied around their hands.

Oct - Nov

27 - 3

Oct

7 - 27

*All events will occur at the Sri Rajarajeswari Peetam, Rush, NY, unless 
otherwise stated above. 

UPCOMING EVENTS
January

09 Thiruvempavai - End

15 Thai Pongal

February

21 Maha Shivaratri

December

10 Thiru Kartikai Deepam

11 Kartikai Vilakku 

(Deepam at House)

29 Raja Mathangi 

Homam

31 Thiruvempavai - Start

Our special thanks & gratitude 
to this issue’s volunteers: 

Aiya, Adheesh Ankolekar, Vilas Ankolekar, 
Veena Ganeshan, Mangala Janahan, 

Sashwathi Sriganesh, Skanda Sriganesh, 
Bhuvana Subramanian, Arulselvan 

Vinayagam, Temple Administration, and 
the Thulasi Kitchen.

IN THREE MONTHS ...
Devi willing, the next issue of the Sri Chakra will be up on the 
temple’s website at the beginning of January 2020.This magazine 
cannot keep publishing without contributions! Articles, poems, 
stories and photos about any spiritual topic are welcomed. The 
next deadline for article submission is February 1, 2020.  Please 
e-mail us with your contributions or feedback about this issue at 

srichakra@srividya.org or talk to Virroshi at the temple.
Sri Gurubhyo Namaha!
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10     8, 21

 Ardra Darsanam

 Thai Pongal

8    6, 20

 Maha Sivaratri

7     5, 19

 Tamil New Year

             6     4, 19

 Chitra Purnima

4       2, 17, 31

 Ganapathi Utsavam

 Rajarajeswari Utsa- 

 vam, Chandi Homa,  

 Chapparam &

 Guru Purnima

 Dattatreya Utsavam  

 Bhairavar Madai

 Adi Amavasya

 Adi Puram

 Varalakshmi Vratam

2     16, 30

 Vinayaka Chaturthi

29    12, 27

Diwali

 Kedara Gauri Ends

Skanda Shashti Start

 Thirukalyanam

 Thiru Karthikai  

 Deepam

29 12*, 27

 Thiruvampavai

1, 30     14, 28

Navarathri Start

 Vijayadasami, Ra- 

 thotsavam, Kedara  

 Gauri Start

 Tirthabhishekam,  

 Dhwajavarohanam

27 Kulirtthi

6980 E River Rd, 

Rush NY 14543

585.533.1970  416.628.3357

www.srividya.org

1, 30     14, 28

 Dwajarohanam

MARCH 8     7*, 21*

5     3, 18
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1     14, 28

2020

The Sri Vidya 
Temple Society 

2020 pocket 
calendar has 

been released! 

You can pick them 
up for free at the 
temple or refer to 
this handy-dandy 

virtual copy 
above.

Wall calendars will be released in English and Tamil 

closer to the new year.
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Steps 
Towards 

Our
Granite Temple
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We now have an opportunity 
to donate to the Temple on 
December 3rd through our 
Giving Tuesday Facebook 
fundraiser. Since Facebook 
will be matching donations 
made on Facebook to any 
non-profit organization, up 
to the first USD 7 million, you 
may be able to double the 
amount of your donation.

Please make your donation 
as soon as the clock strikes 8 
AM (EST) on Dec 3rd. Please 
help us spread the word by 
sharing the word with 
your family and friends on 
Facebook, WhatsApp, 
email and other 
social media 
platforms.
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Aiya’s Vision

Granite Temple  &  rajagopuram

(Part 6)

Sri Chaitanyananda Natha Saraswati, affectionately known as Aiya, answered a few 
questions asked by temple devotees on the significances of our current temple and 

the future Granite Temple and Rajagopuram Project. Here is a map of the tentative, 
intended plan Aiya spoke about in the last question.

SV
TS

DRAFT
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Ultrasonic 

Improvements!!
 On several occasions, Aiya had mentioned that his mother always told 

him to leave Mother Nature’s resources in a good state for future generation to 

use and benefit from. One of the most important natural resource is water. I want 
to share the information on some of the  changes our temple had recently made 

towards conserving water.

 During this year’s VSI camp week, I noticed a new equipment Vilas aiya 

and Mohan aiya, two volunteers of the temple, were setting up. It looked like a 
large deep fryer to me from far away. They were setting it up outside 
and a lot of copper plates were placed in front it. I was extremely 
curious to find out what that was. I realized that it was some sort of 
cleaning equipment when I saw them taking out very shinny copper 

plates. Once I inquired about this with Vilas aiya, he explained that 
these were ultra-sonic cleaners and uses biodegradable cleaning 

materials, such as, Citric acid.

 You might wonder what is so special about this. For those who have 
experience helping out while cleaning puja vessels, BELIEVE ME, 

this will put a huge smile on your face !!  

 

 Initially, volunteers would have to put in a lot of arm strength to scrub intensely, use lots and 

lots of twinkle and quite a load of hot water. Literally, a large amount of twinkle and hundreds of 
gallons of hot water is used when puja 

vessels are prepped for a big festival, like 

July festival or Navarathri. Just as a quick 
approximation, if the water is running for 
approximately 2-3 hours, this could be 
calculated as:

1 - 2  GPM (gallons per minute) * 120 

minutes =  120 - 240  gallons for just one 

washing session

Not only this but this also involves 3 - 5 
volunteers working constantly to rinse, 

apply twinkle, soap, wash, dry and lastly, 

putting it back where it belongs. 
 

 Now, these utlra sonic cleaner only 

by Arulselvan Vinayagam
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consumes only few gallons [less than 50] to wash 300+ copper plates, 100 deepams and some 150+ 
pancha patrams. The most important thing is no elbow and arm strength is needed and no chemicals 
are required. All natural and biodegradable cleaning 
items. Although preserving water is a huge plus point, 
this also means saving a lot of time, effort and energy 

of the volunteers that could be used towards other tasks 

around the temple that requires more hand-on work (or 

things we do not have machines for yet).  

 With our Guru’s blessing, the better inventions will 

help us make Mother Earth better for future generations. 
Please try to protect and preserve Mother Earth’s 

resources and try your best to leave it in good state for 

our future generations to enjoy. This includes saving 
water at home, school, office, temple or anywhere. 
Reduce, reuse and recycle as much as possible.
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Thēvāram by Virroshi Sriganesh

Enbodu Kombōdāmai

Thirucchittrambalam

Enbodu Kombōdāmai Ivaimārpilanga
Erudhēri Yēzhai Udanē

Ponnpodhi Maththamālai Punal Sūdi Vandhen
Ulamē Pugundha Adhanāl

Onbadhodondrodēzhu Padhinettōd Ārum
Udanāya Nālgal Avaithām

Anbodu Nalla Nalla Avai Nalla Nalla
Adiyār Avarkku Migavē!

Thirucchittrambalam

Background Story: During the time Thirugnāna Sambantha Mūrti 
Nāyanār and Thirunāvukkarasar met in Thiruvengādu, Jainism started 
to grow and rise within the Pandya Dynasty, leading to King Pandya 
becoming a Jain himself. Queen Mangayarkkarasiyār and Chief Minister 
Kulachiraiyār were not pleased with what was occurring, and hence, 
requested Thirugnāna Sambanthar to visit Madurai. Sambanthar was 
stopped by Thirunāvukkarasar, who himself has been persecuted by 
the Jains in the past. He tried his level best to prevent Sambanthar, a 
very good and young boy, from going to Madurai as he did not want 
Sambanthar to experience the same. In addition, he mentioned that 
Sambanthar was not going through an auspicious period astrologically. 
In response to this, Sambanthar stated that none of the planets can 
harm any wholehearted devotee of Lord Shiva and sang the Kōlāru 
Padhigam to complement his explanation.
 

Benefits: ‘Kōl’ means planet, usually referring to the negative 
effects. ‘Aru’ means remove. Hence, this padhigam helps a devotee 
remove the negative effects from any planetary motion when sung with utmost bhakti and devotion.

Pann: Payindhai Gāndhāram
Thālā: Ādi
Composer: Thiru Gnāna Sambantha Mūrti Nāyanār

||  2  ||

Thirumurai: 2nd

Padhigam: Kōlāru Padhigam
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Let’s take a look at the meaning to see how Gnāna Sambanthar prayed to Lord Shivā requesting him 
to relieve King Pāndiyan of his pain and sufferings!

Meaning (verses):

Enbodu Kombodāmai Ivai Mārpilanga
Erudhēri Yēzhai Udanē

The One who wears a garland with bones, a boar’s tusk and 
tortoise shell, he along with Parvati come riding a bull

Ponnpodhi Maththamālai Punal Sūdi 
Vandhen
Ulamē Pugundha Adhanāl

The Woman, as His equal half, wearing a golden flower garland 
and Ganges in the tuft, and Him-self have entered my heart and 
therefore, …

Onbadhodondrodēzhu Padhinettōd Ārum
Udanāya Nālgal Avaithām

The ninth, seventeenth, eighteenth and twenty-fourth among 
the twenty seven calculated days, times and seasons can …

Anbodu Nalla Nalla Avai Nalla Nalla
Adiyār Avarkku Migavē

… can only be good and loving and can only do good for 
devotees of Lord Shivā.

 

Presenting the word-for word meaning for this specific padhigam is extremely hard as there 
are a lot of in depth meanings that should be understood as well. But now that you have 
the meaning for each verse, why don’t you got it a try? Try figuring out the word-for-word 
meaning, if you are interested. Time to build your Tamil vocabulary!!
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In Memory of 
Sri Amma

Sri Amma will forever be in our hearts. She has 

touched us all in so many ways. In Her memory, a 

few of the Sri Chakra community members have 

shared their personal experiences with Sri Amma! 

We sincerely thank all the contributors for sharing 

their special memories with the Sri Chakra!

Sri Amma’s Paadams - Another Perspective 
by Bhuvana Subramanian 

  Sri Amma told me approach the same jeweler to have the paadams gold plated and 
even if couldn’t, to ask them for the contact of the right person to do the task. I called Perinpanathan 
and told him about the phone call from Sri Amma. He spoke to the jewelers and there was a 
person who was willing to do this for us.

  Like Sri Amma said, even though the plating was a last minute change, everything 
went very smoothly. We picked up the paadams around 11 PM from the jeweler. When I reached 
out my hands to take Sri Amma’s paadam, the jeweller gave me two sets of Sri Amma paadams 
instead of one. I was spell bound and didn’t know how to react. I took both paadams in my hands 
and all I remember saying was ‘Sri Gurubhyo Namaha’. 

  I took my Guru’s blessings and started driving from Toronto. There was a heavy 
thunderstorm that night and I was driving with my son who was sleeping in the back seat. I was 
unable to see anything in front of me. I was praying to my Guru to take me home safely with Sri 
Amma paadams. That was when I suddenly remembered a conversation I had with my Guru, 
where He said ‘I will be with you guiding you until you reach home’. With Sri Amma’s paadams on 
my lap, I felt my Guru was in the car, with my son in the back seat, guiding us while I drove.

  As per Sri Amma’s instructions, I drove to New Jersey to Raju Venkatraman’s house 
with my husband, Venkat, our son, Mr. and Mrs. Perinpanathan and Kumaran. On our way, we 
stopped at the Rochester Sri Rajarajeswari Peetam. Took the Devi’s and Guru’s blessings and 
continued our trip. Once we reached NJ, Raju and his wife, Jayashree, received the paadams 
with aarthi and took Sri Amma’s paadams inside. After few hours, we went to the address where 

(Part 2)
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Sri Amma’s pada puja was to take place. 

  Amma instructed that one set of paadams was to stay with Raju Venkatraman, the 
peetadhipathi of the New Jersey Sri Akhilandeshwari Peetam, and the other set of paadams was 
to go to Perinpanathan’s home, the Canada Akhilandeshwari Peetam.

  I was curious and wanted to know from Sri Amma how I ended up making two sets of 
paadams. On enquiring, She said it was her sankalpam for it happen like this. She smiled and 
replied “Bhuvana, un kaiyala irandu paadam saiyanumnu sankalpam.” (Translation: “Bhuvana, 

the sankalpam was to make two paadams through your hands.”) 

  We did Pranapratishta to both of Sri Amma’s paadams. Sri Amma stepped on the 
paadams adorning it like a jewel, to give it Her grace. Then Sri Amma asked Kumaran if he knew 
how to do puja. Kumaran did the first puja to both the paadams, in Her presence.  

Sri Gurubhyo Namaha!

In Memory of Sri Amma

Sri Amma will forever be in our hearts. She has touched us 

all in so many ways. In Her memory, we are compiling a 

special section in our upcoming issues of the Sri Chakra. 

If you would like to share your experiences with the Sri 

Chakra community, we request you to send us a short 

article describing your special memories.

Deadline:      October 15, 2019

Length:  ~ 100 - 500 words (about 1 pargraph to 1 page)

To Submit:  e-mail your contributions to srichakra@srividya.org 
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Vada
Always remember not to smell or taste food when it is being made as Naivedyam. In addition, 

always think pure thoughts and make the Naivedyam whole-heartedly. A good way to do this is to 
chant manthras or slokas that you may know or the nama of your ishta devata.

We thank Muralee Mahathevan and the Thulasi Kitchen Coordinators for providing this recipe 
to the Sri Chakra. 

What is Vada?

 Deep-fried, cripsy flavoured batter with 
 spices

For which deities is Vada usually offered 

to?

 Bhairava, Shiva

Prep Time Cook Time Serves:
5 minutes 30 minutes 5 people

Ingredients:
1 cup urdal dhal (Split or Whole)

½ teaspoon Salt (adjust as per your taste)

Water - Cold

2 tbsp curry leaves chopped

½ tsp fine minced ginger
2 green chilies minced

¼ tsp of whole black pepper

pinch of turmeric

A lot of oil

Instructions:
Preparation:
1. Wash urad dhal and soak in cold for 3 hours.

2. Drain the water completely and transfer the dhal to a wet 

 grinder.

3. Put in a teaspoon of water.

4. Grind the dhal until it becomess coarse, thick batter.

5. Transfer the batter into a bowl.

6. Add chilies, black pepper, salt, turmeric, ginger, curry leaves.

7. Mix well.

by Muralee Mahathevan

When can you offer Vada?

 Puja, Homam

What are some festivals you can offer Vada 

for?

 Bhairava Madai, Shiva Festivals
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Amrta Mahā Naivēdyam Nivēdayāmi!

Making the Vada:
1. Heat a pan with oil (you will need enough 

 oil for the vada to fry).

2. Drop a small drop of the batter to the oil 

 to ensure the oil is hot enough.

3. Take a small portion of the batter and 

 shape it into a ball, flatten it into the 
 regular vada shape (or you can make 

 the vada into a ball shape).

4. With a finger make a whole in the center 
 of the flattened batter.
5. Fry the vada until it becomes golden 

 brown on both sides.

6. Remove it from the oil and place it on 

 plate.

7. Wait for it to cool down.

8. Add a few drops of ghee and offer it.
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Temple’s

If you haven’t followed us 
yet, you might want to do so 
soon! You’re missing out on 

beautiful pictures of the Devi, 
from festivals, infographics on 
festivals and spiritual content and many more! Start following us!

Here is some information about the temple’s Vinayaka Chaturthi Festival. Continue 
reading to find out more:
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Sri Gurubhyo Namaha


